The association of the rabies glycoprotein with liposome (immunosome) induces an in vitro specific release of interleukin 2.
BALB/c mice were primed by receiving a unique intraperitoneal injection of rabies virus antigens presented as complete inactivated virus (P.V. strain) or as purified glycoproteins either in the aggregated form or in physical combination with liposomes (i.e., in the form of "immunosomes"). The splenocytes of these mice were restimulated, 6-15 days after priming, in culture with rabies virus antigens, and antigen-specific IL-2 production was measured. It was found that rabies antigens presented as immunosomes were as active as the inactivated virus, whereas equivalent amounts of purified glycoproteins were inactive. The optimal amounts of rabies immunosomes used for priming was found to be 0.5 to 0.05 micrograms per mouse.